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INTRODUCTION1

For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan
himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no
great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers
of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works
(2 Cor. 11:13-15).

The theme of this year’s lecture is, They Are Ravening Wolves. My
assigned subject is, “Satan ... An Angel of Light,” as it relates to Satan
and his ministers of error today. We have been asked to address the
following points:

1. Explain in what ways Satan could have appeared as an “angel
of light.”

2. Discuss the fact that in Paul’s day there were false apostles and
deceitful workers.

3. Relate how Satan’s ministers are “transformed into the
ministers of  righteousness.”

4. Give Bible examples as to how Satan and his ministers worked
“in” and “out” of the church.

5. Show how 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 applies to us today.

Before we begin our study, I would like to thank brother Tommy
Hicks, the elders and deacons, the men and women, of the Southside
church of Christ here in Lubbock, Texas, for the invitation to partici-
pate in this year’s lectures. I am humbled and honored by the invitation.
But, above all, we thank God for the opportunity and blessing to have
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a small part in the work of His kingdom. It is our prayer that these
lectures and this book will serve to lead lost souls to Christ, strengthen
struggling brethren, and glorify the God of all glory. Amen!

SATAN, AS AN ANGEL OF LIGHT

Satan does not literally take on the form of an angel in order to
appear before men to deceive them. Although, referring to a Jewish
legend which taught this myth, Coffman relates:

In connection to this and the preceding verse, it has been
suggested by some that “Paul may be alluding to a Jewish legend
that Satan appeared to Eve in the form of an angel and sang
hymns like the angels”; but such a tale could hardly be anything
except human imagination. There does not seem to be in view
here any actual event of Satan’s transforming himself into an
angel of light; but, in all probability, this is a metaphorical
statement of the exceeding great power of Satan to deceive men.2

Suggesting that Satan assumes three different forms to tempt men,
Clarke comments:

Satan has three forms under which he tempts men: 1. The subtil
serpent. 2. The roaring lion. 3. The angel of light. He often, as
the angel of light persuades men to do things under the name of
religion, which are subversive of it ... In the form of heathen
persecution, like a lion he has ravaged the heritage of the Lord.
And by means of our senses and passions, as a subtle serpent, he
is frequently deceiving us ...3

Any entity or being, who would teach or promote error, must
present themselves as something different than what they really are.
Thus, both their nature and doctrine must be masked. In order for Satan
to appear as an angel of light, he has to disguise the intent and purpose
of his doctrine. He must be deceitful. Early on, the Bible says of him:

Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field
which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman,
Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?
(Gen. 3:1).

But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve
through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the
simplicity that is in Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth
another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive
another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel,
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which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him (2 Cor.
11:3-4).

Strong and Vine define “subtle” and “subtlety,” consecutively:

Aruwm, aw-rome; pass. part. of aram; cunning (usually in a bad
sense): - crafty, prudent, subtle.4

Panourgia, lit., : All-working, i.e. doing everything (pan, “all.”
ergon, “work”), hence, unscrupulous conduct, craftiness, is
always used in a bad sense in the NT ...5

Through his subtlety, the serpent (Satan) was able to beguile the
woman and to persuade her to sin against God. Genesis 3:2-7 says:

And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of
the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the
midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither
shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the
woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the
day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall
be as gods, knowing good and evil. And when the woman saw
that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the
eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the
fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with
her; and he did eat. And the eyes of them both were opened, and
they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves
together, and made themselves aprons.

The man and the woman had now rebelled against God. By
promising them Divine knowledge, the serpent had succeeded in
turning mankind against God. In the Genesis and Corinthian passages,
the Bible says Eve was beguiled by the serpent.

And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou
hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and
I did eat (Gen. 3:13).

But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve
through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the
simplicity that is in Christ (2 Cor. 11:3).

The Hebrew and Greek words translated “beguile” need to be noted.

Nasha, naw-shaw; a prim. root; to lead astray, i.e. (mentally) to
delude, or (morally) to seduce:—beguile, deceive, X greatly, X
utterly.6
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Exapatao, ex-ap-at-ah-o; from ek and apatao; to seduce
wholly;—beguile, deceive.7

Satan, through his lie, had used deception to portray himself as an
angel of light and to persuade the innocent babes to eat of the forbidden
fruit. However, his illuminate glow soon vanished when he was
rebuked for his evil deeds by the Light of the world (John 8:12). To
others following in Satan’s lying ways, Jesus charged:

Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye
will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a
lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it
(Jn. 8:44).

Apparently, by appearing to be more cunning, caring, and loving,
than any beast of the field, Satan was able to convince the woman and
the man to embrace evil and to relinquish that which is good. By the
time the man and the woman realized what they had done, sin had
transpired, and they were doomed to be banished from the Garden and
the tree of life (Gen. 3:22-24). Paul admonishes us to be aware of how
Satan works lest he deceive us too. And, Ezekiel and Isaiah both warn
of those who present evil as good and good as evil. Paul warned:

To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also ... Lest Satan
should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his
devices (2 Cor. 2:10-11).

Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, O house
of Israel; Is not my way equal? are not your ways unequal?
(Ezek. 18:25).

Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put
darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for
sweet, and sweet for bitter! (Isa. 5:20).

FALSE APOSTLES

It may surprise us to learn of the number of men who falsely
claimed to be apostles of Christ. As a matter of fact, there are several
religious institutions today which still make this a claim. From the
beginning, Paul had to defend his own apostleship to the Corinthians.
Defending his apostleship, Paul challenged:

Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ
our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord? If I be not an apostle
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unto others, yet doubtless I am to you: for the seal of mine
apostleship are ye in the Lord (1 Cor. 9:1-2).

It is easy to see why some would question the apostleship of Paul.
After all, he was chosen after the original twelve and he was a
persecutor of the church before he was persecuted for the church. As
Paul points out above, one of the qualifications of an apostle was to
have been an eye witness of the resurrection of Jesus. Since our Lord
appeared unto Paul after the establishment of the church, many were
suspicious of his apostleship. Mentioning this qualification in selecting
one to replace Judas, it is pointed out:

Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he
was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with
us of his resurrection ... And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord,
which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two
thou hast chosen, That he may take part of this ministry and
apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell (Acts 1:22-
25).

Paul, proving that he met the qualification of seeing the Lord after His
resurrection, declared:

And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due
time. For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by
the grace of God I am what I am (1 Cor. 15:8-10).

Today, no one living has seen the resurrected Lord; therefore, no one
today can be an apostle. For Christians who have never seen the Lord,
Peter gives the encouragement:

That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of
gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found
unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ: Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now
ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable
and full of glory: Receiving the end of your faith, even the
salvation of your souls (1 Pet. 1:7-9).

Furthermore, the existence of the church at Corinth was evidence
of Paul’s work as an apostle (1 Cor. 9:2). This alone should have
confirmed his apostleship to the Corinthians. But it seems that the false
apostles, through their deceitful works, had persuaded many of the
Corinthians to denounce Paul and the Gospel he preached, in order to
follow themselves and the pseudo-gospel they taught, thus, turning
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many at Corinth away from the faith (2 Cor. 11:3-4). In defense of his
apostleship, Paul added:

For I suppose I was not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles
(2 Cor. 11:5).

Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all
patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds (2 Cor.
12:12).

From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body
the marks of the Lord Jesus (Gal. 6:17).

Paul had seen the Lord, established the church at Corinth, per-
formed miraculous wonders and signs before the Corinthians, and bore
in his body the scars of persecution for the cause of Christ. One can
only wonder and ask, how could they abandon the teachings of a true
apostle to walk in the darkened counsel of those who transformed
themselves into ministers of righteousness, angels of light, and apostles
of Jesus Christ our Lord?

The church at Ephesus was also plagued and troubled by those who
claimed to be apostles and yet were not. John was told:

Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write ... I know thy
works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not
bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say
they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars (Rev.
2:1-2).

Little or nothing is known about these pseudo-apostles mentioned here
at Ephesus. We have no other record concerning them or their deeds.
The fact that they had lied about themselves is enough to expose their
deceitful nature and intentions. They are mentioned as a commendation
to the church at Ephesus for having tried them and for not having
accepted them according to their own testimony alone. We, too, are to
try the spirits, as did the Bereans, who were noble enough to even try
the teachings of the apostles. Apparently, at least at this time, those of
Ephesus possessed the same spiritual vigilance. John exhorted:

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they
are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the
world (1 Jn. 4:1).

Of the Bereans, Luke recorded:

And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night
unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue of the
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Jews. These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that
they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched
the scriptures daily, whether those things were so (Acts 17:10-
11).

If there were false apostles and deceitful workers in the apostolic
age, and there were, why should it surprise us to learn that the same is
true today? The very theme of our study calls attention to our Lord’s
warnings of such, as do the words of His inspired apostles such as Peter
and Paul. Jesus admonishes:

Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing,
but inwardly they are ravening wolves (Mt. 7:15).

Peter emphasized:

But there were false prophets also among the people, even as
there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring
in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them,
and bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall
follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of
truth shall be evil spoken of. And through covetousness shall
they with feigned words make merchandise of you (2 Pet. 2:1-3).

Paul stressed:

For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers,
specially they of the circumcision: Whose mouths must be
stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they
ought not ... Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be
sound in the faith; Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and
commandments of men, that turn from the truth (Tit. 1:10-14).

The Sacred Writ did not merely warn of a few isolated cases but
said there would be many false teachers who go out into the world.
Over the last 2,000 years, many false teachers have gone out into the
world. And today, many false teachers are still going out into the world.
Thus, the false doctrines are many, too.

TRANSFORMED INTO
MINISTERS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

False teachers do not wear neon signs or shirts with the phrase
“false teacher” embroidered on them. They have no special tattoos on
their body or other marks to distinguish them from faithful teachers.
Rather, they use deception to hide their true identity.
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When Jacob and his mother, Rebekah, conspired together to steal
Esau’s blessing, they put goat’s hair on Jacob’s hands so he would
appear to be hairy like Esau, his brother. Since Isaac’s eyesight was
now virtually gone, he called Jacob near to him so he could feel him.
The Scripture then says:

And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he felt him, and
said, The voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of
Esau (Gen. 27:22).

When Jereboam wished to know the fate of his ill child, he sent his
wife, in disguise, unto the prophet Ahijah. Even though Ahijah, like
Isaac, could no longer see with his eyes, God told him that Jereboam’s
wife was coming and would be disguised as another woman. When she
arrived, the Bible says:

And it was so, when Ahijah heard the sound of her feet, as she
came in at the door, that he said, Come in, thou wife of Jero-
boam; why feignest thou thyself to be another? for I am sent to
thee with heavy tidings (1 Kgs. 14:6).

Jereboam’s wife could not hide her true identity from God, nor can any
other.

That story often reminds me of when we were children and would
put on our Halloween costumes. We did not think anyone could
recognize us in our disguises, not even our moms and dads. However,
we now realize that the only ones we had managed to fool was
ourselves. The same is true of the false prophet. Eventually their works
will expose them. Concerning the false prophets, Jesus said:

Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of
thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth
good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit ... Where-
fore by their fruits ye shall know them (Mt. 7:16-20).

However, in order to disguise their true objective and the manner
used to obtain their goal, just like Jacob, they must mask their real
nature. False teachers creep in wearing sheep’s clothing, and they have
a kiss for everyone so that they appear to be ministers of righteousness.
Jude said:

For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of
old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the
grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord
God, and our Lord Jesus Christ (Ju. 4).
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Jesus alerted:

Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing,
but inwardly they are ravening wolves (Mt. 7:15).

Luke relates:

And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that was
called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, and drew near
unto Jesus to kiss him. But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest
thou the Son of man with a kiss? (Lk. 22:47-48).

Many are deceived by these evil workers because they think that
these false teachers and/or prophets do not use Scripture and that they
are unskilled orators. However, the opposite is true. Satan used
Scripture in an attempt to lead the Lord into sin.

Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him
on a pinnacle of the temple, And saith unto him, If thou be the
Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his
angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear
thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. Jesus
said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord
thy God (Mt. 4:5-7).

For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their
own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the
hearts of the simple (Rom. 16:18).

The problem is, the Scriptures they use are twisted to teach their
own damnable error and, therefore, have no power to save or help
anyone. Peter likens them to wells or clouds which have no water. They
are useless and unproductive of anything but destruction. 2 Peter 3:15-
16 says:

And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even
as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given
unto him hath written unto you; As also in all his epistles,
speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard
to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable
wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own
destruction (2 Pet. 3:15-16).

We are told:

These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a
tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever
(2 Pet. 2:17).
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Strong defines the Greek word translated “wrest” as:

Strebloo, streb-lo-o; from a der. of strepho; to wrench, i.e.
(spec.) to torture (by the rack), but only fig. to pervert:—wrest.8

Thus, in order to be transformed into ministers of righteousness, these
servants of Satan have to change their manner and message so that it,
and they, will be accepted by the unsuspecting.

WITHIN AND WITHOUT

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour
(1 Pet. 5:8).

Satan is ever in pursuit of the soul of man. He and his disciples are
constantly at work within and without the church, trying to lead all they
can astray. In 1 Peter 5:8, Satan is pictured as a ferocious lion, one
ready to pounce on his prey and devour it. We see this in Satan’s use
of the occult. Inspired history shows:

And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they
found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was
Barjesus: Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius
Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and Saul, and
desired to hear the word of God. But Elymas the sorcerer (for so
is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn
away the deputy from the faith. Then Saul, (who also is called
Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him, And said,
O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil,
thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert
the right ways of the Lord? And now, behold, the hand of the
Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for
a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a
darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him by the
hand (Acts 13:6-11).

The occult offers a false spirituality to man. Even in our day and
age, just like yesteryear, huge sums of money are to be made by those
who claim to have a sixth sense or some kind of supernatural connec-
tion to the spirit world. God showed the silliness of that kind of
nonsense through Isaiah’s challenging demand:

Stand now with thine enchantments, and with the multitude of
thy sorceries, wherein thou hast laboured from thy youth; if so
be thou shalt be able to profit, if so be thou mayest prevail. Thou
art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the
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astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand
up, and save thee from these things that shall come upon thee
(Isa. 47:12-13).

Exposing that there is no power whatsoever in false spirituality, Paul
warned:

Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these;
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry,
witchcraft ... and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I
have also told you in time past, that they which do such things
shall not inherit the kingdom of God (Gal. 5:19-21).

Great sums of money are paid for these tricks, which are then used
to deceive the hearts of men and cause them to seek and trust in things.
Those once deceived but now enlightened by God’s Word disassociate
themselves completely from the “curious arts,” as did the Ephesians.

And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their
deeds. Many of them also which used curious arts brought their
books together, and burned them before all men: and they
counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of
silver. So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed (Acts
19:18-20).

But the devil and his agents do not stop here. They also work inside
the church, in an attempt to deceive, if it were possible, even the very
elect (Mt. 24:24). Acts 15 contains the account of what is sometimes
referred to as “The Council at Jerusalem.” I believe there is a valid
point in this chapter that we sometimes over look.

Some in the denominational world try to use this text to establish
a centralized form of church government here on the earth, instead of
local congregational autonomy as set forth by the Scriptures. Local
autonomy is not only the highest form of church government on the
earth, it is the only form of church government upon the face of the
earth. The centralized power which rules the church is found in heaven
in the person of Jesus Christ, Himself.

And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and
had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on
whom they believed (Acts 14:23).

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the
preeminence (Col. 1:18).
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The Jerusalem church sat in the council, not because she was the
great arbitrator of the affairs of the universal church, but because she
was being accused of having sent these false teachers unto the Gentile
churches to teach these false doctrines, such as circumcision.

And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the
brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of
Moses, ye cannot be saved ... and ... they (the Gentile churches,
LY) determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of
them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders
about this question (Acts 15:1-2).

And they wrote letters by them after this manner; The apostles
and elders and brethren send greeting unto the brethren which
are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia: Forasmuch
as we have heard, that certain which went out from us have
troubled you with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must
be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no such
commandment (Acts 15:23-24).

And if the doctrinal issues and false spirituality inside and/or
outside the church were not enough, then there were always those
issues of arrogance among the brethren which had to be dealt with,
such as in the case of Diotrephes. John said:

I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the
preeminence among them, receiveth us not. Wherefore, if I
come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against
us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth
he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would,
and casteth them out of the church (3 Jn. 9-10).

I am glad God ordained elders to oversee the church and not
preachers. And, I am glad that the elders’ rule and authority is confined
to the local congregation. Furthermore, may I say to those who have
been under the assault of men like Diotrephes, you stand in good
company. Diotrephes had unleashed his jealous rage upon some of
God’s greatest servants, and, in the words of the Hebrew writer: “Of
whom the world was not worthy” (Heb. 11:38). It cannot be stated with
any more force or clarity than how James said:

But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not,
and lie not against the truth. This wisdom descendeth not from
above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For where envying and
strife is, there is confusion and every evil work (Jas. 3:14-16).
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APPLICATIONS FOR US TODAY

Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and
they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the
world are come. Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take
heed lest he fall (1 Cor. 10:11-12).

Many of the Israelites fell victim to Satan and his angels of light
throughout history. These things have been recorded and passed on to
us lest we also fall in the same manner in which they fell. And, we must
be careful lest there be found in any of us, “an evil heart of unbelief, in
departing from the living God” (Heb 3:12).

Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for
one morsel of meat sold his birthright. For ye know how that
afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was
rejected: for he found no place of repentance, though he sought
it carefully with tears (Heb. 12:16-17).

We should always speak sound words and be able to prove, (giving
book, chapter and verse), that what we have said and/or taught is a
“thus saith the Lord,” and not our own opinion or belief. Paul penned:

But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine (Tit.
2:1).

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will
of God (Rom. 12:1-2).

The burden of proof lies with you and me as the teachers. It is not
the obligation of another to prove that what someone else preaches is
wrong (although we are sometimes called upon and have to do so). It
is the obligation of the teacher or preacher to prove that what he
practices and teaches is sanctioned by God, again with Bible book,
chapter and verse, if you will. If a teacher or preacher cannot produce
either by explicit command, approved apostolic example, or implica-
tion, that which they teach, then we should not accept or follow their
teachings. Such are false apostles seeking to transform themselves into
ministers of righteousness. Jesus referred to these as hypocrites.

No less than seven times, in Matthew 23, Jesus calls the scribes and
Pharisees of His day, “hypocrites.” For example:
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But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut
up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in
yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in (Mt.
23:13).

Their false doctrines not only barred them from heaven, but those who
chose to follow
them.

Strong defines the Greek word translated “hypocrite” as follows:

Hypokrites, hoop-ok-ree-tace; from hupokrinomai; an actor
under an assumed character (stage-player), i.e. (fig.) a dissem-
bler (“Hypocrite”):—hypocrite.9

Thus, a hypocrite is someone pretending to be something or someone
he/she is not. This is what Satan and his workers are. They pretend to
be angels of light, all the while sowing seeds of darkness in order to
create their own followers.

All transformation is not bad. We are told to transform our mind
into that which is in accordance to God’s will. This is not to be just
playacting, but a literal transformation of our hearts in departure from
worldly things to spiritual things. So, let us be vigilant so that Satan
cannot deceive us through his “ministers of righteousness” and, at the
same time, guard against hypocrisy in our own life.

CONCLUSION

Paul said Satan’s and his helpers’ “end shall be according to their
works” (2 Cor. 11:15). Peter said they would be taken and destroyed.

But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and de-
stroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and
shall utterly perish in their own corruption; And shall receive the
reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot
in the day time (2 Pet. 2:12-13).

He further says:

For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure
through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those
that were clean escaped from them who live in error. While they
promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of
corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he
brought in bondage (2 Pet. 2:18-19).

May we never succumb to these false teachers of vanity lest we, like
them, perish in our own corruption.
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ENDNOTES
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otherwise noted.
2 James Burton Coffman, Commentary on 2 Corinthians (Abilene, TX: A.C.U.
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